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RESOURCE AND INFORMATIONAL GUIDE
by Michael Kelleher, Dramaturg

Trigger Warning: Explicit use of language and description of sexual violence.

Coming into the world of Good Kids by Naomi lizuka, it may be easy to think

that this group of teenagers is struggling with issues far and distant from the

town you call home. However, in terms of sexual violence in America, we can-
not turn a blind eye to the events that happen every day. While unnerving,

Good Kids educates us in order to advocate for victims and survivors of sexual

assault and violence. The set of data below will help to contextualize
important questions the play presents- Why do people blame the victim or
survivor in an act of sexual violence? Why do people antagonize women
for the way they act or dress? And most importantly, how often does an act of
sexual violence actually occur?

In the United States of America, girls under the age of 18 have a 1 in 9 chance

of experiencing some form of sexual abuse or assault ;). Girls of the age 16-18

are 4x more likely to be victims of rape, attempted rape or sexual assault than
the rest of the general population (». Looking at all age ranges, 9 out of 10

victims of rape are female ). Focusing on statistics related to the high school

population, the trend of sexual violence continues to be strongly present. 58%
of 7th -12th grades have reported experiences of sexual harassment and in

the 2009-2010 school year, 600 cases of rape or attempted rape were
recorded in American Public Schools, according to the Department of Justice
and Department of Education in an annual school crime report ).

Aided with the heavy use of social media, a toxic Rape Culture has become
prominent within our society. The term Rape Culture can be defined as “an
environment in which rape is prevalent and in which sexual violence is
normalized and excused in the media and popular culture.” Examples of this
phenomenon include, but are not limited to: blaming the victim/survivor,
publicly scrutinizing a victim/survivor's dress, mental state, motive and history,
assuming only promiscuous women get raped, and a tolerance of sexual
harassment. There are many reasons why one attempts to blame the victim/
survivor in this manner. Oftentimes, people attempt to distance themselves
from an “unpleasant occurrence and thereby confirm their own invulnerability
to the risk,” which results in participating in the culture. However, there are
immense dangers to Rape Culture: it makes it more difficult for survivors to
step forward and puts focus on what the abuser wants people to believe: that
it is the victim's fault ,.
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Lastly, there is the Bystander Effect, or when witnesses fail to intervene in
emergency situations, such as sexual violence. This effect stems from the
belief that witnesses will be negatively judged by their peers, friends, family,
or co-workers for stepping forward. There is simply the belief that it is not
one's responsibility to get involved or that someone else will take action.
But more often than not, it is a failure to notice signs of sexual assault that
witnesses do not even realize they are witnesses to violence ).

For more resources or guidance, please utilize the following services:
e Niagara University Counseling Services: (716) 286-8536
e Niagara County Rape Crisis Services: (716) 285-3518
e National Sexual Assault Hotline: 1-800-656-4673
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UNPACKING GOOD KIDS

Please join us for a panel discussion following Niagara University Theatre's
production of Good Kids by Naomi lizuka.
The conversation will commence on Zoom (details below) following the
Thursday performance of Good Kids. The performance begins at 7:00pm
and will end at approximately 8:45pm.

FEATURING:

Megan Altman-Cosgrove
Title IX Coordinator
Niagara University

Jennifer E. Beebe, PhD
Associate Professor of Counseling/Education
Clinical Mental Health Counseling Program Coordinator
Niagara University

Dana L. Radatz, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Criminology &amp; Criminal Justice
Niagara University

Rachel Sandle-Sacco
Rape Crisis Program Supervisor
YWCA of the Niagara Frontier

Zoom Talk Back:
Topic: Good Kids Talk Back
Time: Nov 12, 2020 08:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://niagara-edu.zoom.us/j/84429392089
Meeting ID: 844 2939 2089
One tap mobile

+16465588656,,84429392089# US (New York)
+13126266799,,84429392089# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 844 2939 2089
Find your local number: https://niagara-edu.zoom.us/u/kdxe3p3zd0



NIAGARA UNIVERSITY PLAYERS

The Niagara University Players is a student theatre organization that has been

in existence for over sixty years and organizes social activities (Thanksgiving

dinner, Christmas party, Kris Kringle gift exchange, annual Players’ Banquet

and more), fundraisers and community service activities. The NU Players also

present an all-student production once a year. Join us this year for our

production of /ndependence. Any NU student is eligible for membership

(contact: nuplayers@niagara.edu).

NIAGARA UNIVERSITY PLAYERS BOARD OF OFFICERS
2020-2021
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Artistic Director
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Technical Director
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Tricia Lazatin
TBD



NU Theatre invites you to return in
2021 for our exciting spring lineup:

NU Short Play Festival
Vital Signs
Independence
An ldeal Husband
Songs for A New World

For more information on our upcoming
shows, and to reserve tickets, please visit
our website:

https://theatre.niagara.edu/

or contact our box office:

Ph: (716) 286-8685
Email: boxoffice@niagara.edu

In 1986, a group of long-time theatre goers incorporated themselves as
the Friends of Niagara University Theatre in order to raise awareness
and develop support for the theatre department.

Now you too can join the Friends’ efforts to help ensure the future of
one of the oldest professional theatre training programs in the region,
and help students both on and off stage.

For more information, please visit theatre.niagara.edu/support or call
716-286-8483.

Join Today to help us build for Tomorrow!



